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Bertrand thought that Napoleon would nave made up his
mind to endorse that choice. However that may be, as soon
as the offer of the Portuguese to Soult was known in the
army there was great excitement, the junior officers and
the men who were very fond of the marshal having no fault
to find with the plan except its supposed antagonism, to the
Emperor's wishes. As soon as it was known that the
marshal would do nothing without the Emperor's consent,
the great majority took his side and was ready to support
his projects. Still a large number of senior officers were
-afraid that Soult's accession to the Portuguese throne would
bind the emperor to maintain him there, and that the second
corps would be left in the country to settle there after the
Eoman fashion, whereby they would be engaged in an endless
war. Their scheme, therefore, was to mate a truce with the
English, and, after choosing a leader and appealing to the
French troops in Spain, to return altogether to France and
force the Emperor to conclude a peace.

This plan, which was inspired by the English Government,1
was easier to form, than to execute. It may be doubted
whether all the armies and tie mass of the French nation
would have agreed to it. Steps were, however, taken to carry-
it out. The English General Beresford, marshal in the
Portuguese army, was the soul of the plot, and carried on
through an Oporto merchant named Viana a correspondence
with the French malcontents, who were mean enough to
suggest the' arrest of Marshal Soult. As may be supposed,
the discovery of this conspiracy put Marshal Soult into
much perplexity; all the more so that he did not know the
partners to it. His accustomed firmness, however, did not
desert him.

[ l There appears to be no authority whatever for this statememt. Cer-
tainly Napier, from whom, as has been, said, all tMs is borrowed, suggests
nothing of the kind, but speaks in terms no less severe than G-eneral
Marbot's own of the conduct of the malcontents, which, however, he
ascribes to the republican views held by some officers of high rank, and their
^consequent desire to reduce Napoleon's power,]he crown,
